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What �o I nee�

One or two regular supermarket plastic bags (the ‘one use’ type), a paper bag, a bag
marketed as being biodegradable e.g. nappy/dog foul bag, shovel, lollypop sticks (to use
as markers), marker pen.

What �o I �o

1. Describe what the bag looks like and keep a small sample or take a photograph,
e!plain where it came from and what it’s primary use is.

". #ind sheltered location in your garden and dig a one foot deep trench.

$. %lace the bags in the trench, leaving a few inches gap between each and cover
completely with soil.

&. 'ark each bag clearly above ground with the lollypop sticks/other style marker.

(. 'ark on a calendar 1 month intervals when the bags should be retrieved, e!amined
and reburied.

). *epeat this for appro!imately ) months.

+. ,hen e!amining the bags at one month intervals, remember to take a photograph and
to describe in detail any changes in appearance.

-. .t the end of the ) months, collate all the results to write a report that could be used to
e!plain to the public why the plastic bag levy is important. /nclude the words 0andfill,
1iodegradable, Decomposition, 2ustainability in your report.
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How �ong �oes a Plastic Bag �ast in �an��ill

Date: Stage / Inspection nu��e�:

�ag Desc�iption
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��iting t�e Repo�t

Complete the following statements to help write a report on �o�r

in�estigation�

Plastic bags are made from...

�ee t�e before a�d after dated ��otogra��s...

��e bag t�at decom�osed t�e most sig�ifica�tl� �as...

��e bag t�at decom�osed t�e least �as...

�rom m� i��estigatio� � �a�e fo��d t�at t�e s��ermar�et bags...

�rom m� i��estigatio� � estimate t�at t�e le�gt� of time for a

s��ermar�et �o�e �se� �lastic bag to decom�ose com�letel� �o�ld be...

�f t�e ��mber of �lastic bags ��t to la�dfill i� �cotla�d is �ot sig�ifica�tl�

decreased...

� t�i�� t�at t�e �lastic bag le�� is...


